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JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE ON PALLIATIVE CARE IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
Assembly’s Resolution — Consideration 

Message from the Assembly requesting concurrence in the following resolution now considered — 

(1) That a joint select committee of the Legislative Assembly and Legislative Council into palliative 
care in Western Australia be established. 

(2) That the joint select committee inquire into and report on — 

(a) the progress in relation to palliative care, in particular implementation of recommendations 
of the Joint Select Committee into End of Life Choices; 

(b) the delivery of the services associated with palliative care funding announcements in 
2019–2020; 

(c) the delivery of palliative care into regional and remote areas; and 

(d) the progress on ensuring greater equity of access to palliative care services between 
metropolitan and regional areas. 

(3) That the joint select committee consist of six members, of whom — 

(a) three will be members of the Assembly; and 

(b) three will be members of the Council. 

(4) That the standing orders of the Legislative Assembly relating to standing and select committees 
will be followed as far as they can be applied. 

(5) That the joint select committee report to both houses by 19 November 2020. 

(6) That the Legislative Council be requested to agree to a similar resolution. 

(7) That, subject to the Legislative Council agreeing to the above paragraphs, the following 
Legislative Assembly members be appointed — 

(a) the member for Dawesville; 

(b) the member for Moore; and 

(c) the member for Thornlie. 

Motion in Response to Assembly’s Resolution 
HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan — Leader of the House) [5.07 pm] — without notice: I move — 

(a) That in response to Legislative Assembly message 188, the Legislative Council agrees to the 
Legislative Assembly’s resolution for the establishment of a joint select committee into palliative 
care in Western Australia subject to the following amendments to which the Legislative Council 
seeks the concurrence of the Legislative Assembly — 

(i) Delete the words in paragraph (4) and substitute — 

That the standing orders of the Legislative Council relating to standing and 
select committees will be followed as far as they can be applied. 

(ii) Insert new paragraph (8) — 

That the member for Thornlie be appointed chair of the committee and that 
Hon Nick Goiran be appointed deputy chair of the committee. 

(b) That subject to the Legislative Assembly agreeing to the amendments, the following 
Legislative Council members be appointed to the joint select committee — 

(i) Hon Nick Goiran; 

(ii) Hon Kyle McGinn; and 

(iii) Hon Alison Xamon. 

This represents the agreements reached behind the Chair on the establishment of the joint select committee. 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [5.08 pm]: It would suit the government for this motion to pass the 
house expeditiously and without any comment from any member. I note that during the debate on this matter in 
the other place yesterday, 20 May 2020, the member for Morley, according to the uncorrected Hansard, stated — 
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Just to clarify the genesis of the committee, the committee was committed to by the deputy leader of the 
Legislative Council during the voluntary assisted dying debate. 

Going to that debate on 4 December 2019, I quote the comments made by Hon Stephen Dawson — 

… I give the commitment, that we would at the first opportunity after the bill is passed, so in February 2020, 
move a motion along these lines — 

He went on to outline the terms of reference of the committee, which are substantially the same as those presented 
for concurrence by the other house. He concluded his remarks at that time, on behalf of the government, to say — 

I am hopeful that those members who have rightly expressed concerns about palliative care will support 
this proposal and will take my word that the government will move this motion early in the new year after 
this bill is passed. 

I am not going to let this matter pass, after everything that I personally experienced in December last year during 
debate on the Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill—the proposal that a committee be established came from me. With 
all due respect to the member for Morley and her comments yesterday, the genesis of this committee came from 
a motion that I moved, which the government pleaded with members of this place not to support because the 
government said that we should take its word because it would move this motion in February 2020. When has the 
motion been moved by the government? On 21 May 2020. Of course, the member for Morley would not possibly 
want to bring that inconvenient fact to the attention of members of the other place, but I am pleased to be able to 
do that now. 

The other comment I make in expressing my support for this belated motion moved by the government is that the 
Minister for Local Government yesterday, according to the uncorrected Hansard, said — 

I would ask that members support the motion and I wish those members who have been charged with the 
responsibility of representation from this house do that appropriately. 

I am glad that the minister said that because I remain deeply concerned about the establishment of any joint committee 
that would be operating under the standing orders of the other place. I am pleased that the Leader of the House has 
moved a motion to ensure that the standing orders of the Legislative Council will apply, as far as they can be applied. 
I have said previously on the record that never again will I serve on a joint standing committee or a joint select 
committee operating under the standing orders of the other house. Since the time that I said that, things have got 
worse. I note what I would describe now as the Kalamunda Inc situation, which we will deal with on another occasion. 
It is precisely because of those types of things that I will never be serving on a committee that chooses to operate 
under the Legislative Assembly standing orders. I thank the Leader of the House for making that amendment at 
this time. 

Question put and passed; the Assembly acquainted accordingly. 
 


	JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE ON PALLIATIVE CARE IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA
	Assembly’s Resolution — Consideration
	Motion in Response to Assembly’s Resolution


